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Synopsis

Photobiography of early twentieth-century photographer and schoolteacher Lewis Hine, using his
own work as illustrations. Hines’s photographs of children at work were so devastating that they

convinced the American people that Congress must pass child labor laws.
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Customer Reviews

| found and bought this book at the Goodwill and thought it would be nice for looking at the
photographs, since we like to look at real historical photos in our homeschool. Well, | decided to
start reading the book and couldn’t put it down. It didn’t take long to finish it and | really enjoyed it. It
was a real eye-opener. How interesting that Hines had to sneak around and often hide in order to
get his photographs. He might tell a shop owner that he needed a photograph of a machine, but
then asked the child worker to stand next to it so people could see the large size of the machine. Of
course, he was really showcasing the child who had to run the machine. He knew exactly how many
inches from the ground each button on his vest was, so a child could stand next to him and he could
quickly tell how tall they were. When most of the photos in the book were taken, there were over 2
million American children younger than 16 who worked 12 or more hours a day, 6 days a week, for
pitiful wages under unhealthy and hazardous conditions.My youngest child is 5 and many of the
photos were of children the same age, and younger, working in places like cotton fields or in spinner
factories, many with bare feet. What a tragic life these children had, most not living very long. How

would you like to work in a glass factory with the temperature in the building 100 - 130 degrees?



The molten glass they worked with was 3,133 degrees! These glassblower assistants made about
65 cents a day; a pretty good wage back then. But, because it was so hazardous and unhealthy in
the glass houses, these assistants usually didn’t live past the age of 42 (I just turned 42 this year!).
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